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around, and I made them (April 12, 1906) the following
speech, which I had previously gone over not only with
Speck but with Jusserand:

"I welcome you here, my f ellow-Americans; for among
the many strains that go to make up our composite race
stock in this country, no strain has given us better Ameri-
cans than those who are of German birth or blood. It is
our peculiar pride as a nation that in this republic we have
measurably realized the ideal under which good citizens
know no discrimination as between creed and creed, birth-
place and birthplace, provided only that whatever the man's
parentage may have been, whatever the way in which he
worships his Creator, he strives in good faith to do his duty
by himself and by his fellow-men, and to show his unflinch-
ing loyalty to our common country. In addition to thus
greeting you, my fellow-Americans of German birth, I wish
also to greet the German citizens present, the members of
the German army, belonging to the reserve of that army,
and to welcome them here, especially, Mr. Ambassador, as
they are brought here, by you, yourself an old soldier, who
have endeared yourself to the American people by your
hearty friendship for this country.

"The reverence a man preserves for his native land, so
far from standing in the way of his loving and doing his
full duty by the land of his adoption, should help him
toward this love and the performance of this duty. If a
man is a good son he is apt to make a good husband; and
the quality that makes a man reverence the country of his
birth is apt to be the quality that makes him a good citizen
in the country of his adoption.

"The ties that unite Germany and the United States are
many and close, and it must be a prime object of our states-
manship to knit the two nations ever closer together. In
no country is there a warmer admiration for Germany and
for Germany's exalted ruler, Emperor William, than here
in America.

"It is not out of place in closing for me to say a word of
congratulation both to the German people and the Gerinan